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SUBJECT: MINISTER BOYD COMMENTS ON US-PANAMA RELATIONSHIP 

SUMMARY: SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTER BOYD HAS TOLD US HE WILL 
PLACE HIGH PRIORITY ON MAINTAINING FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN 
PANAMA AND THE UNITED STATES. HE PROFESSED TO BE "PRO- 
AMERICAN" BUT ALSO SAID PANAMA SHOULD MAINTAIN PRESSURE 
ON UNITED STATES UNTIL SATISFACTORY NEW TREATY IS CONCLUDED. 
SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATIONS WILL, HE TOLD US, BE HIS PRIMARY GOAL, 
REALIZATION OF WHICH WILL REQUIRE CLOSE AND CORDIAL WORKING 
RELATIONS WITH UNITED STATES OFFICIALS. FROM BOYD'S WORDS AND 
FROM EVERYTHING OTHERS HAVE TOLD US CONCERNING HIS ATTITUDE 
AND APPROACH TO HIS NEW RESPONSIBILITIES WE BELIEVE HE UNDER- 
STANDS THE NEED FOR PANAMA AND THE UNITED STATES TO WORK 
TOGETHER. END SUMMARY. 

1 . AMBASSADOR AND EMBASSY POLITICAL COUNSELOR HAD LONG 
CONVERSATIONS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER AQUILINO BOYD DURING SMALL 
INFORMAL DINNER APRIL 7. BOYD STRESSED HIS DESIRE TO MAINTAIN 
CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN PANAMA AND THE UNITED 
STATES AND HOPED THAT HE AND AMBASSADOR WOULD STAY IN CLOSE 
COMMUNICATION AND THEREBY AVOID OR MINIMIZE PROBLEMS. HIS RECORD 
OVER THE YEARS, HE SAID, SHOWED THAT HE WAS PRO-AMERICAN. HIS 
PUBLIC CRITICISM OF 1903 TREATY RELATIONSHIP HAD BEEN AND WOULD BE 
NECESSARY TO ASSURE THAT SUFFICIENT "HEAT" BE GENERATED TO 
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TREATY. HE WOULD DO HIS UTMOST TO BRING TREATY NEGOTIATIONS 
TO A SATISFACTORY CONCLUSION. 

2. DURING DISCUSSION OF US POLITICAL SCENE. BOYD EXPRESSED FULL 
UNDERSTANDING OF US NEED FOR LOW PROFILE ON PROGRESS OF TREATY 
NEGOTIATIONS DURING COMING MONTHS, BUT HOPED THAT US OFFICIALS 
WOULD CONTINUE EFFORTS TO INFORM US PUBLIC OF NEED FOR A NEW 
TREATY. HE SAID HE AND HIS MINISTRY WOULD CONTINUE CLOSE 
COOPERATION WITH EMBASSY IN BRIEFING US VISITORS AND JOURNALISTS. 
ON APRIL 6, HE HAD SPENT AN HOUR WITH GROUP OF 20 PERSONS 
REPRESENTING US NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. 

3. BOYD SHOWED CONCERN ABOUT CUBAN ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA AND 
IMPLICATIONS FOR LATIN AMERICA. HE ASSERTED THAT GOP AND US 
EMBASSY SHOULD CLOSELY MONITOR CUBAN ACTIVITIES IN PANAMA. 

4. COMMENT: BOYD WAS VERY CORDIAL IN CONVERSATIONS. HE MADE 
CLEAR HE WANTED AMICABLE RELATIONSHIPS WITH US OFFICIALS AND 
WITH US TREATY NEGOTIATORS. WE GAINED IMPRESSION THAT HE IS 
SINCERE IN HIS INTENTION TO WORK WITH UNITED STATES 
OFFICIALS TOWARD NEW TREATY RELATIONSHIP IN OPEN AND CORDIAL 
MANNER. 

JORDEN 
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